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EIPORT 



OF THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMISSIONEES TO 
EXAMINE THE AFFAIRS OF UNION COLLEGE. 

MADE TO THE SENATE, MAECH 4, I8S3. 



g of tte commisdoii on the affairs of Union College, held 
this day, March 1, 1853, were present the Comptroller, Jndge Bnel, 
P. S. Van Rensselaer and J. N. Campbell, when it Was agreed by the 
undersigned (Judge Buel and Mr. Tan Rensselaer dissenting,) to send 
into the SeDate the following report, viz r 
To tie Sfe ate of the ^tate of Ne To- 1 

The nnde ? ^nei meml e « of the con m a on j po nte 1 1 y th e 
Bolut n of tie Senate alopted ApnI12th 18 ] to sara ne to 
the 1 ee n ary aflSirs fUnon College anl lepo t upa the same 
respeotfuUy h hm t the statement n ler oath of thu a eo nfant here 
w tl t anam tte 1 Th a tatement s tlie a It of the exam nat on 
male hy tl o ace n tmt of the 1 k and o her f Un on College 
leh e e 1 to h m by the ffice a ot th College nd bel e el ly the 
u der gnel toleafiea 1 full esl 1 t of the pec n ary oo dit on of 
that net tut on aa j e^entel bv a 1 b oka and Touoiier as authent 
catel aimually Vy the treasurer the eof 

From this statement it appears that the whole amount received by 
the College is, 

Oi'igina! grants and endowments, f 41,258 73^ 

Grants and endowments by the Legislature, 704,836 64 

3e(^nests and donations, TS5 00 

Sale of old college buildings, , 78,766 79|- 

Revenue above expenses, .... o 432,065 61 

Sl,257,742 78 

Whole amount of property now held hy the GoUege. 
College buildings, real estate, library and apparatus,. $197,279 94J 
,.,„.„, ,....,. 142,321 18| 



cibyGoogle 



4 
Liabilities. 

Permanent fund, JJ138,656 44- 

Grants fo? library and apparatus unexpended, 17,648 04 

Por revenue, 57,906 51^- 

Debt, 21,260 07 

«235,471 061 
To meet wUeli investments,.. (.,...,..,.... 142,321 18^ 

Defioienoj, S93,149 88 

President'' s indebtedness. 

Hunter and Stuyvesant propei-ty, 5184,256 06 

Interest, 184,770 13 

Other debts, 191,509 40 

Interest,. 322,254 05 

$885,789 62 

President's receipts from Yates & Melntyre from lotteriea, indepen- 
dently of college lotteries, $192,199 94 

From Union College, exclusive of President's fund,. . 107,687 44 

$299,887 88 

J. N. CAMPBELL. 
JOHN C. WEIGHT. 
I have cursorily examined the balance sheets and statements of the 
accountant employed by the commissioners appointed to esamine ktc 
the pecnuiary afiMiB of Union College, and conctu- ia tlie above report. 
L. 8. CHATPIELD, 
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REPOET 



OF THE MINORITY 01' THE COftlMISSIONEUS APPOINT- 
ED TO EXAMINE THE APFAIR8 OF UNION COLLEGE. 

To the Honm-aUe the Senate of the State of Netv-Tork: 

The undersigned, two of the eommissionei-s appointed to enquire info 
the peoiiDiai7 affaire of Uaioij College, by a resohition of the Senate of 
lie 3d July, 1851, to join a commission previously appointed by a re- 
solution, of tJie 12th April, 1851, and specially instructed in respect to 
their duties, by a resolution of the 28tli June, 1851, respectfully ask 
leave to express their dissent from the action of two of their number, 
not constituting a majority, in presenting to the Senate the statements 
of the aecountant emplojetl by them to examine the books of Union 
College. 

By the terms of the said resolutions, the undersigned caa not but 
understand that the eommisskmers were not only to employ tm aoeount- 
ant to examine the books and accounts of the CoUege, and prepare 
statements exhibiting the resiilte of such esaaniaatioiis, but they were 
bound to verify those statemmts and results themselres, and to inves- 
tigate and report in the terms of the resolution of 28th June, " whether 
the funds granted hy the State have been duly applied to the objects 
specified m tiie respective grants," " whether the permanent funds so 
granted remain entii-e and are safely iavested," " whether any funds 
belonging to the College have been applied to any peisoaal purpose by 
the President, or any other of&cer or person," " whether any and what 
losses have occurred in the management of the College, and the cause 
of such loffies," and " whether the Pi-esideat or any other officer has 
partloipated in the profits of any lotteries which were appropriated by 
the acts granting such lotteries to Union College." 

The requirement to report on all these points, implies by the veiy 
force of the term, that the commission were t« form and express tJioir 
own convictions from an examination of the evidence. 

The undersigned can not suppose that two of the highest executive 
officers of the State and three Begents of the University, were corn- 
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missioned mevolj ix> appoint aa accountant and transmit t!io result of 
liis labors to the Senate— a duty that might as TveU be performed by 
the president or secretary of the Senate. 

On the first of March, inat., the first meeting of the cominissioners, 
since the completion of the accountant's duties, was held, at which fow 
of them were present, and at which tie statement aad schedules, which 
the aocOTintant thought it necessai^ to make, wwe laid before them. — 
These statements and schedules are quite voluminous, and the under- 
signed have Iiad no sufBoient opportunity to examine them a,tid form 
any opinion of the principles upon which they have been made out, or 
the data on which they are founded ; nor was there any explanation of 
those principles and data given to the commission. 

The resolutions require the commission, or a majority of them, to 
viait the college and esamine its officers and other persons, touching 
the subjects to be investigated. This duty has not been performed by 
any of the commission, although invited by a letter of July 23d, 1851, 
from a committee of the trustees to do so, and to apprise the committee 
of the time and place of such meeting, and proffering their assistance 
in the investigation. 

Neither the president nor the tMstees have had any opportunity of 
examining the statements and schedules submitted hj the accountant, 
or of making any explanation of them, or showing any errors therein ; 
and previous to the last meeting of the commission on the 1st of March, 
last., another letter was received from the committee of the trustees, 
soliciting an opportunity for such esdnunation 

The undersigned were desirous of affording them such an opportu- 
nity, but the two members of the commis'acn above lefeiied to, lefus- 
ed to aSbrd such an opportunity and insisted upon tiansmitting to 
your honorable body, the statements and schedules as piopdicd bj the 
accountant. 

To this course the undersigaed could not assent for the reasons above 
given, and they wish by this communication to exonerate themselves 
from the responsibility of such a proceeding. 

DAVID BUEL, Jk. 
P. 8. VAN RENSSELAER, 
Albany, March &d, 1853, 
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lEMOELiL 

OE THE PKESIDENT Or UNION COLLEGE. 



To the Honorable the Senaie of the State of New-York: 

The memorial of the undersigned, president of Union College, re- 
spectfully ahowetli, 

That on the 12th of March, 1849, the memhers of the committee on 
colleges, of which the Hon. James "W. Beekman wfs a member, pro- 
cured the passage of resolutions in the Assemhly, requiring a fiscal re- 
port from tte trustees of Union College. 

That report was maite, and the same committee, of which Mr. Beek- 
man was a meml>er, were directed to visit the college, and report the 
result of tlieir esamiaation to the suhsecLTient Legislature. That duty 
was performed, Mid the committee disagreeing, two reports were made, 
the one by Mr. Beekman, censuring the president and fnistees ; the 
other by Mr. Prayn, defending the conduct of both. 

To the charges iu the report of Mr. Beekman, the treasurer of Un- 
ion College repEed, and in so satisiaetory a manner, that the Assem- 
bly refused to lake say furthei' notice of the charges contained therein. 

On being informed of this, Mr. EeekmaE, who in the meantime had 
become a member of the Senate, moved in ttat body a resolution re- 
quiring the Comptroller and Attorney General to examine and report 
on the fiscal condition of said college. 

On the 7th of Febraaiy, 1851, the Comptroller reported to the Se- 
nate, that he had been unable to .attend to the duty assigned him. 

On motion of the Hon. Senator Beekman, this report of the Comp- 
troller was referred to the eomsnittee on literature, of which the Hon. 
Senator Beekman was uhairman. 

Ob the 12th of April, the Hon, Senator Beekman, without giviag 
any intimation of his purpose, made an elaborate report, in which the 
charges previously made by him in the Assembly were repeated, new 
charges added, and the concluaoa previously arrived at, re-asaertod, to 
wit : " 7%at the fiscal condition of Union QoUege is unsound and 
imipTO'pife f and having made this report, he moved "that the Comp- 
troller, the Attorn ey-General, and John N. Campbell, one of the Re- 
gents of the University, have power to employ a skilful accountant. 
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and send for persons and papers, to examine into the pecuniary affairs 
of Union College, and report upon tlie same to the next Legislature." 
(Senate Journal, 1851, pago 526.) 

This ex parte report made by Senator Beekman at the very close of 
the session, was printed, and many extra copies of it gratiutously cir- 
culated throughout the country. 

To the charges made aad delinquencies set forth therein, as soon as 
a copy thereof could be obtained, au answer was prepared and order- 
ed to be published. 

At the extra session of the Legislature convened in June following, 
a resolution was, at the instance of the trustees, passed by the Senate, 
directing the commissioners themselves, personally to visit the college, 
re-examine the proceedings already had, and to investigate and report 
to the Legislature on five specific jxiints, derived from the general and 
sweeping violations of trust imputed in the report in questioa, to wit ; 

"1. Whethei- the funds granted by the State to "Union CoUege 
have been duly applied to the objects specified in the respective grants : 

"2. Whether the permanent funds so granted remain entire, tiad. 



" 8. Whether any fonds belonging to the college have been ap- 
pHed to any personal pui-pose by the president, or any other officer or 
person : 

"4. Whether any and what losses have occurred in the manage- 
ment of the college funds, and the causes of such losses : 

" 5. Whether the president, or any other ofB.oer, has, while ia the 
employment of the college, participated individually in the profits of 
any lotteries which were appropriated, by the acts granting such lotr 
teries, to Union College ; and that the commission appointed by the 
resolution referred to, or a majority of them, be empowered to employ 
Home person authorised by law to administer an oath to persons exam- 
ined by such commission." 

And two additional members, Messrs. Buel and Van Eeasselaer, 
were added to the commission. 

As there now seemed to be a reasonable prospect that in place of 
another private ex parte inciuest and condemnation, on vague and 
sweeping imputations, a fair and open trial on specific and previously 
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sttated charges, waa at lengtli to lie obtainecl, the untlersigned at onoe 
suspended the printing of the answer to Senator Beekman's ex parte 
report, and placed the hooks of the college at the disposal of the ac- 
eonntaut appointed hy the commission. 

Both these acts were performed by the undersigned, on Ms own 
responsibility, and contrary to the expressed op n a f th 1 oal m m 
bers of the hoard, who insisted that an esatuinat n f the ai )y 
an accountant entirely ignorant of the transaoti n n m 1 V ^ 
to the inftuenee of the accusing party, and in th al f th p ty 

accused, could not bo expected to he either corr t impirt 1 

Not partaking in these forebodings, and ku w ng that th book 
contained nothing that any trustee or officer of tl 11 w h d to 
have concealed, the undersigned, desirous of a th h sam nat n 

f th am d n impartial cshihitioa before th j 1 1 f th n 
t t th eof 11 d on the chairman, and afta d n. h m m 
bera f th mm sion, and stated what he had d n an I add d that 
h th taut was through with examining the college books, 

th d 1 would place confidentially his own hooka, which con- 

tan 1 til f li accounts of the traMsactions complained of, at the 
lisp 1 f th mmi^oaers for examination, that nothing would be 
1 1 h t the contrary every facility furnished for becoming 

q mt d w th the entire truth ; and that in plaee of publishing the 
an w h ly the press, to the charges which had been preferred, 
th im w 11 fter haviag subjoined thereto the requisite supplemea- 
tary evidence, be presented to the commissioaei's as a paii of the an- 
swer of the trustees. 

And finally, that what the trustees desired was, that a thorough es- 
aminatioa might be had, and that they might have an opportunity to 
meet their accusers face to face, to reply to the charges made, and ex- 
plain fie difficulties that might require explanation. 

The chairman approved of the course adopted and assured the un- 
dersigned as he did another trnstoe, that a thorough examination 
should be made by himself, and that when the accountant was through 
with the hooks, the commissioners would visit the college, make the 
requisite personal enquiries, and ^ve the trustees the requidte oppor- 
tunity for meeting the charges made against them and explaining the 
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(lifBculties which, migtt arise, and added to the underaigned that the 
answer preparecl to said charges, if presented tiO th.em as proposed, 
should lie presented with their report to the Senate. Similai- eom- 
munioatioas were made to other members of the commission and simi- 
lar assuranoes reeeived by the undersigned and by other members of 
tlie boai-d of trastfies. 

The same communications maiJe to the chairman and other members 
of the commission, were also made to the acconntant ; and an assu- 
raaoe was given by him that if any difficulties were met with, they 
sliould be presented to the ffustees for explanation, and that the re- 
sult of his examination should be exhibited to the tiustee'i for examin- 
ation before the same was presented to the (.oman^ioners foi action. 

And just before the accountant finished hia labors, the undersigned 
received from him information of the fact, aci ompanied by the assu- 
rance that he was now coming to Schenectady and should bring with 
him the schedules which contained the result of his labors for examin- 
ation and comparison. Nor was i doubt euiettiiued that this would 
be the case, till infoi-med by the public japeis that his stat«metita had 
been made and acted on by the oommis&ioneib tiinsmitted to the Sen- 
ate, and ordered to be printed. The couise idopted m thi*! esaminar 
tion will neither be made the subject of comment oi cumplaint though 
not precisely such as the uadei-signed, undei a change of r ncuin^tan- 
<3es, would have felt himself at hberty to pursue. 

Still it may be permitted him to add that if any •such balance <m is 
stated in the report of the commission exists against him, or indeed, it 
any balance whatever, the trustees, the president and the treasurer 
will, it is hoped, be pardoned for not having themselves discovered it, 
since no traces of its existence will be fr und to exist in any hooka of 
the college deliveied to the accountant for examinition, or in any oth- 
er books ever m then possession oi known by them to exist else- 
where ; and though guided by ill the lights which a personal transac- 
-tionof the businesa ifforded they have hitheito supposed that the 
college was iudel ted to iiS piesident and not its president 
to the college still weie it otherwise and were evidence fur- 
nished that any indebtedness on his part existed either hi law or 
ec[uity, no matter whence that evidence was deiived, he should meet 
it cheerfully. And this the more cheerfully, aa the amount, whatever 
the same might be, would go to augment the resouivjes of an inatitn- 
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tion m the fnrtlierance of wliose interests lie has spent the gteater por- 
tion of his life. 

That there are outside the college boolfs, uaiiquiclated items of ac- 
count connected mth other accounts not yet in a state for liq^uidation, 
kept partly Ijy the treasurer as directed by the hoard, and more fully 
by the president, in relation to property gratuitously set apart hy him, 
and by him secured to the ultimate iise of Union College or some kin- 
dred inetitutioa connected therewith, are facta ■which thongii not hith- 
erto desired by him to be made public, can not be denied. The right 
of euperviang and controlling this property during the natural life of 
the president, has been reserved by him. Still the aid of the tj'easu- 
rer and of the finance committee in this belialf has often been requir- 
ed, and the trustees generally have been kept confidentially informed 
in relation thereto. All which matters, though as yet private and 
confidentid, have together with the books and docnmenta in relation 
thereto, been submitted for the satisfaction of the successive commit- 
tees heretofore appointed to examine into the fiscal affairs of Union 
College ; and all which matters and the books and documents in rela- 
tion thereto would in like manner have been submitted to this com- 
mission, had an opportunity for doing this been affoided, as the un- 
dersigned, as well as other members of the board, were assured would 
be the case. 

Were even these unliquidated accounts esamined, and the debits 
and credits as they esiet therem, truly transferreil to the balance sheet 
made out from the books, or were the balance sheet of the books as 
the bebits and credits exist there, truly exhibited by itself, it would 
change the whole aspect of the expose now made public, and present 
the undersigned, as is well known to those conversant with the fiscal 
concerns of the college to be the case, not as a debtor but a creditor 

But with i-espect to debits wha^h have never been known to have 
esistence in any previously existing bonks of account iniioduced ar- 
bitrarily and in the absence ot both the paities eouLemed and with- 
out the knowledge of either into i final bxlance sheet if any reply 
were necessary, it could only be made by a simple and esplicit denial 
of their having any foimdation in truth. 
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U-Jins College, > 
Sclienectady, Jtihj 28, 1851. j 

GtENTLBMBH, — The Tiudeibigned tiave been appoiated hy tbe trujp 
tees of Uaiou College to attend befoie you and assist in tie investiga" 
tion of charges which have tieuu made and exteniiyely circulated, and 
which are calculated to impair the confidence of the publio in the insti- 
tution, and to injuriously affect the reputation of its venerable and dis- 
tinguished President. Believing, as the Board of Tmstees do, that 
these charges have no foundation in truth, they are anxious that a 
speedy as well as full examination of the subject should be had. We 
therefore request that the eai-liest practicable day should be apijointed 
by yon to commence the investigation, and that all the investigating 
commissioners should attend thereon. We also desire to be informed 
of tbe time and place of meeting, and that the members of the Senate 
committee by whom the charges have been brought before the pnhlie, 
should also have notice, and that they be requested to fiimish with the 
evidence upon which the report was based, and the sources of infoi-ma- 
tjon to which you are to apply foi evidence in support of the charges 
contained in their report. 

Permit us fo suggest, that if the oonvemeaee of the eommisaoneis 
should render it necessary to carry on the mve'ftigation at any place 
other than the College, that such investigation may take place during 
the present vacation, as it will he necessaty that several officers of the 
College should be present to give the leqiusite explanations of compli- 
cated accounts which have run through more than half a ceaturyj and 
such of&oers cannot he spared from their duties from the College dur- 
ing the collegiate tei-ms, to attend the meeting of the commi^oners at 
any other place without seriois detriment to the insti.tution. 
We ate with respect, yours, &e. 

E. H. WALWORTH, 
E. M. BLATCHUOKD, 

A. HUNT, 

B. E. WOOD. 

Eeyd. Dr. John N". Campbell, Philo C. Fullbb, L. S. Chateielb, 
P. S. Van Kenssblaek, Datid Busl, Jun. Esqrs. 

C'ommissiomrs, 
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